Localization and expression of osteopontin in mineralized and nonmineralized tissues of the periodontium.
To summarize results from various studies focusing on determining the expression/localization of BSP and OPN during tooth root development, there is general agreement that OPN is expressed/localized to the root surface during cementogenesis and is also seen throughout the PDL region. The expression/localization of OPN to odontoblasts and its role in dentinogenesis is less apparent. Recent studies directed at establishing odontoblast cell lines should help to resolve this conflict. Studies on BSP expression during tooth root formation indicate a very precise expression and localization of this molecule during cementogenesis indicating that this molecule may play an important role in the formation of this mineralized tissue. However, as with OPN, the expression of BSP and its role in dentin formation is not clearly defined.